
PHOTOGRAPHY – A Level 

“If a photographer cares about the people before the lens and is compassionate, 
much is given. It is the photographer, not the camera, that is the instrument.” Eve 
Arnold 

  

 

Overview  Assessment method  Exam board 

You will be introduced to a variety of experiences that 

explore a range of photographic media, techniques and 

processes through both traditional and new 

technologies.   Explore relevant images, artefacts and 

resources relating to a range of art, craft and design.  

The use of sketchbooks/workbooks/journals will 

underpin all work by the production of storyboards, 

thumbnail sketches and/or diagrams, where 

appropriate. Students may use traditional methods 

and/or digital techniques to produce images. 

 At the end of Year 12 you will sit end of year exams, 

these will not count towards your final results. 

 

There is one 15 hour exam at A level and your portfolio 

will also be assessed and count towards your award. 
 

 

 OCR 

Year 12  Additional information  Entry requirements 
Practical skills based learning and development of 

critical understanding of art history together with 

concepts.  You will begin to develop depth of 

understanding and learn how to respond to the visual 

word in both practical and written forms. 

Component 1 (assessed portfolio):  produce a collection 

of work exemplifying aspects of their developing 

knowledge, skills and understanding. It should provide 

evidence of research, the development of ideas, making 

skills and critical/contextual understanding.  

 In addition to homework you will also be expected to 

carry out a minimum of 5 hours independent study per 

fortnight in each subject studied, this should include 

research and wider reading.   

 

You will need to supply A3 and other sketchbooks.  You 

will also need a SLR digital camera, a laptop or 

computer, photographic print paper and access to a 

personal colour printer for the production of prints. 

 

Trips are arranged to artistic workshops, galleries and 

museums. 

 Five GCSE Grade A* - C 

including English and 

Maths. 

Year 13   Subject leader 
Work will continue on Component 1 (assessed portfolio). 

Component 2 (exam):  respond to a stimulus, produce 

work which evidences their ability to work independently 

within specified time constraints, developing a personal 

and meaningful response which addresses all the 

assessment objectives and leads to a finished outcome 

or a series of related finished outcomes. 

  Miss M Doherty 
mdoherty@writhlington.org.uk 

 


